AMERICA TRIP JANUARY 2010. by Peter Callaghan.

This report covers a trip to America with Andrew Parry. Amtrak validity was a 15 day rail pass which allows 8 separate journeys ($389), the 2 extra journeys were paid for seperatley (and came to an extra $57).

As usual the aim was to get a few long distance runs in, along with some commuter rail and some opportunities for photo’s somewhere or other.  Also on this trip I arranged to meet up with Californian resident Mike Tisdale who I had previously met in November 2008.

Friday 8th January

We took an early coach from Newport to Heathrow as there was snow on the ground and the weather forecast was more snow and we didn’t want to risk any delay getting to the airport, in the event our coach was early getting there giving us a wait of 4 and a half hours.  We spent some time having a nice although somewhat expensive breakfast before heading to the gate, where we managed to swap our seats in order to sit together and gained a free upgrade to economy plus whilst doing so.  We soon boarded the United Airways 767 and took our seats in economy plus, which gave us an extra couple of inches legroom, but that was about it, so I was pleased we hadn't paid extra for this.  An uneventful flight got us to a very snowy Chicago O Hare a bit earlier than advertised and we made the trek to passport control where there was no queue and we were swiftly processed into the country.  Once through passport control our bags came quite quickly and then it was off on the airport shuttle and a bit more walking to get to the CTA.  We took the CTA to Jefferson Park where we could get off and catch a Metra service into the city.  Considering our flight was due to arrive at 1520, we did very well to be on the Metra station by 1540!  Two trains came out of the city with dud loco’s on the front (a single and a pair) but good luck was on my side as a winner pushed me into Chicago on our train.  Once at Chicago OTC we bought a ten ride zone A ticket and then crossed the road to Union station in order to try and get a few more winners in, between there and Western Avenue.  In particular we were looking for loco’s 611 and 614, a pair of F40Cs which are currently in service having spent a few years in storage, now covering for loco’s away on refurbishment, .  With no sign of the 600’s at Union we were going to jump on winner 102 to Western Avenue but it started pulling out, no problem, winner 109 was on the next departure a few minutes later.  On the way to Western Avenue we passed 614 heading into Chicago and doubled back straight away, arriving with a few minutes to spare to have it back out on its next working.  Back at Western Avenue we took the first available train back to the city, once there Andy went to the back to check the loco number, I joked that a nice low number one like 100 would be good, and by chance Andy came back and said it was 100.  Our next task was to go to the Amtrak desk and pick up our pre-booked tickets, this was accomplished with relative ease from the friendly agent who was surprised by our complex itinery.  After this we made our way to Aurora where we were booked into the hotel next to the Metra station.  Once we had booked in and freshened up a bit we hade a meal and a few beers in the brewpub that is in the old roundhouse before calling it a night.

MOVES:

UNITED N641UA (UA949) 1205 London Heathrow to Chicago O'Hare

METRA 154 (648) 1601 Jefferson Park to Chicago OTC

METRA 109 (2131) 1645 Chicago Union to Western Avenue

METRA 413 (2142) 1657 Western Avenue to Chicago Union

METRA 614 (2137) 1715 Chicago Union to Western Avenue

METRA 100 (2146) 1738 Western Avenue to Chicago Union

METRA 403 (1285) 1820 Chicago Union to Aurora

Saturday 9th January
We both got a Metra $5 weekend ticket (great value even though its gone up to $7 since this trip) and the day was spent riding a few Metra loco’s, including a decent run with 611 which was on a train we covered having had a tip off from an internet forum the previous evening.  Without going into too much detail, I managed to get only 4 new loco’s today but at least 611 was one of them. In the evening we had a meal and a few beers in the big bar at Union station before getting on our Amtrak train to New Orleans departing at 2000.  We set off on time on the journey of just over 900 miles (and all new track for me), sadly the train was hauled by unrequired P42 number 45.  Even though the train was busy it didn’t take me long for me to drift off as the train made its journey into the night.

MOVES:

METRA 199 (1306) 0820 Aurora to Claredon Hills

METRA 404 (1303) 0907 Claredon Hills to Belmont

METRA 186 (1326) 0935 Belmont to Chicago Union

METRA 415 (2707) 1030 Chicago Union to Western Avenue

METRA 414 (2603) 1044 Western Avenue to Libertyville

METRA 611 (2610) 1207 Libertyville to Chicago Union

METRA 163 (505) 1440 Chicago OTC to Berkerley

METRA 170 (508) 1516 Berkerley to Chicago OTC

METRA 127 (715) 1630 Chicago OTC to Clybourn

METRA 134 (809) 1643 Clybourn to Evanston Main St

METRA 155 (810) 1702 Evanston Main St to Chicago OTC

AMTRAK 45 (59) 2000 Chicago Union to New Orleans (arr Sun)

Sunday 10th January
After waking up we had breakfast in the diner and spent the rest of the journey in the sightseeing car.  We had lost about an hour and forty minutes during the night and this remained quite constant until we got to Hammond, the last stop before New Orleans.  Here we were delayed waiting to cross the northbound Amtrak service which was held up after hitting a car.  The train passed us by eventually, annoyingly it had a P42/P32 combo hauling it, I couldn’t see any damage to the front of the train, nor was there any sign of any smashed up cars when we carried on.  We were about an two and a half hours late after this delay but thanks to the generous timings Amtrak give trains between last station and terminus station we arrived in New Orleans about 100 minutes late. We walked over to our hotel which took about 20 minutes and then had a walk around.  Not far from the hotel we saw a freight running along what we thought was a tram line, turned out there were two tracks for the trams and a freight line adjacent and we decided to check it out the next day in daylight.  We had a quick look in Harrah’s casino (and a quick gamble in my case) and then had a meal and beers in the brewpub which was part of the casino complex.  

MOVES:
Continuation of train 59 from Saturday.

Monday 11th January
We got up and went to Harrah’s for the all you can eat breakfast buffet for $10, filling ourselves up sufficiently for the long journey ahead, where as some of the other diners just filled themselves up as much as they physically could.  After this we took a ride on one of the trams on the riverfront, jumping off quickly when we spotted a freight coming towards us on the adjacent track, a quick photo was taken but it didn’t come out too well, shame as it had 4 KCS loco’s at the head.  This was the only freight we saw along here today even though we held on as long as possible before heading back to the hotel for our bags and then onto the station.  Our next move was the long journey across the southern border of America all the way west to LA, which was new track for me as far as San Antonio. A pair of P42s was the traction for the train, including 45 again, groan!! Annoyingly there were a handful of P42s stabled at the depot and all winners, at least I had one new anyway. As usual during daylight hours we spent the time in the sightseeing car.  The journey was delayed almost as soon as it started as we were held up by freight congestion, but was OK after that.

MOVES:

AMTRAK 203 & 45 (1) 1155 New Orleans to Los Angeles Union (arr Wed)

Tuesday 12th January
I awoke during the layover at San Antonio where a portion from Chicago (via Dallas) had been attached during the night.  I had a walk to the front to see if a change of loco had taken place but the pair from New Orleans were still leading, with an ontime departure as we carried on heading west. Once again we took breakfast in the diner, and then spent the rest of the day watching the world go by from the sightseeing car. We had a bit of a extended stop at Alpine, Texas to wait time which gave the opportunity for some decent pictures of the train loco's, however soon after we got moving we had an unscheduled stop for an ambulance to meet the train and attend to a passenger who had taken ill.  By the time darkness fell we were running about an hour late.

MOVES:

Continuation of train 1 from Monday

Wednesday 13th January
I woke up to find us still about an hour behind schedule but was confident that we would be early into LA due to a huge amount of recovery time built into the schedule, however there was a lot of freight traffic on the final stretch into LA and arrival was about 15 minutes late in the end, just before 0900. Our plan today was to go to San Diego if we had made the 0800 Metrolink train from LA to Oceanside (for a Coaster train forward) but this would have required quite an early arrival and was probably a bit optomistic.  Instead we had breakfast before catching a Metrolink train at 1000 to San Bernardino where we could photograph BNSF freights.  There wasn't a great deal of action at San Bernardino so we did a couple more moves on Metrolink loco's which took us away for an hour, happily upon our return there was now a fair bit of freight running about so we decided to stay until the1600 departure (and I didn't need the loco on the 1500 anyway).  The 1600 departure was top and tailed with a loco at each end, both working, and the driver seemed well whipped up to see what he could do with the extra power and we had a storming run back into LA.  Once at LA we took the next available service on the Antelope Valley line, getting off at Newhall where we were staying the night.  Once we had booked into the motel we stocked up with some food and beers from a nearly store and spent the night in our room rather than going out, Newhall isn't really blessed with pubs or restuarants to be honest.

MOVES:
Continuation of train 1 from Monday, then.......

M'LINK 887 (306)1010 Los Angeles Union to San Bernardino

M'LINK 897 (325) 1300 San Bernardino to Fontana

M'LINK 862 (310) 1333 Fontana to San Bernardino

M'LINK 865 & 853 (331) 1600 San Bernardino to Los Angeles Union (Loco's T&T)

M'LINK 876 (219) 1830 Los Angeles Union to Newhall

Thursday 14th January
We were heading north out of LA up the Pacific Coast on the 1015 departure, however we headed into LA early to cover Amtrak train 799 which is a good bet for P32 haulage, and indeed we struck lucky with loco 510 at the head.  We took a short trip to Burbank with it (Metrolink tickets handily valid on this train!) and then went back into LA (breaking our journey at Glendale to get an extra loco in) for a spot of breakfast.  At the appointed time we boarded our train "The Coast Starlight" and found our seats before I walked up the front to see what we had leading, to my surprise it was a P42/P32 combo, although the P32 was 507 which was one of the two (not including the Amtrak California P32s of which I've had both) I 'd previously had before this trip.  The run up the Pacific Coast was a pleasant affair which we took from the excellent vantage point of the sightseeing car. We had a short break at San Luis Obispo where the opportunity was taken to get some photos.  Darkness fell as we headed further north, San Jose was reached early so another leg stretch was in order, and arrival at our destination, Oakland, was on time. Once we had booked into our hotel we had some food in the diner next door, I'd read some great reviews about it but didn't think it was so great.  After this we called it a night.

MOVES:

M'LINK 858 (202) 0615 Newhall to Los Angeles Union

AMTRAK 510 (799) 0730 Los Angeles Union to Burbank

M'LINK 881 (206) 0754 Burbank to Glendale

M'LINK 888 (106) 0814 Glendale to Los Angeles Union

AMTRAK 183 & 507 (14) 1015 Los Angeles Union to Oakland Jack London Square

Friday 15th January

I got up a bit earlier than Andy and went out to photograph the southbound Starlight running through the street at Jack London Square, and was also lucky enough that a freight showed up too.  Once the Starlight had passed by, P32 number 505 went by to collect a private car from the back of it.  Andy showed up and we went to the boat terminal and took a boat over to San Francisco, another option from Oakland would have been to do the BART train but the boat was an easy and  nicer option.  Once at San Francisco we did a very quick tourist trip starting with a heritage tram from the port to Pier 39.  A quick walk to the end to see the sealions and photograph Alcatraz was taken then a short ride on another tram and breakfast in McD's followed.  After this we saw a sightseeing bus (LBO501X) ex Cardiff Transport so stopped off for a couple of photo's as it was a regular visitor to my home town of Newport a few years ago.  The driver saw us and let us have a look round and it is still very much in ex Cardiff condition apart from no roof and different seat covers.  We then did a cable car (number 3 for those who want to know) over the hills to Powell, always worth a trip when in SF.  After taking a couple of pictures of the cable cars we did a BART train to Millbrae from where we spent the rest of the day on Caltrain, riding 13 different loco's of which I scored 10, a good result.  We finished with Caltrain at San Jose, catching the north Startlight back to Oakland. Our validty for Caltrain during the day had been zone 1 to 4 day pass which came in at $15.50, great value indeed.

MOVES:

"Peralta" (BOAT) 0915 Oakland to San Fransisco 

CALTRAIN 920 (146) 1231 Millbrae to Belmont

CALTRAIN 907 (147) 1256 Belmont to San Fransisco

CALTRAIN 919 (154) 1407 San Fransisco to Bayshore

CALTRAIN 906 (151) 1427 Bayshore to San Fransisco

CALTRAIN 908 (158) 1507 San Fransisco to Belmont

CALTRAIN 901 (159) 1553 Belmont to Millbrae

CALTRAIN 903 (362) 1625 Millbrae to Hillsdale

CALTRAIN 926 (263) 1642 Hillsdale to San Mateo

CALTRAIN 909 (266) 1704 San Mateo to Redwood City

CALTRAIN 917 (267) 1725 Redwood City to San Mateo

CALTRAIN 901 (274) 1743 San Mateo to San Carlos

CALTRAIN 922 (276) 1818 San Carlos to Menlo Park

CALTRAIN 925 (280) 1834 Menlo Park to Mountain View

CALTRAIN 926 (382) 1856 Mountain View to San Jose

CALTRAIN 901 (191) 1930 San Jose to Santa Clara

CALTRAIN 923 (284) 1947 Santa Clara to San Jose

AMTRAK 172 & 133 (14) 2039 San Jose to Oakland Jack London Square (via Fremont)

Saturday 16th January
Todays plan was to get the winning line to Bakersfield in, starting with an 0730 departure from Oakland and meeting up with Mike Tisdale on the way.  I had previously met Mike in November 2008 having been in discussion with him online and we have stayed in touch since then.  Our loco was 2005 which I had ridden with on that very November 2008 trip.  We set off on time and Mike joined us at Stockton to where he had travelled on a connecting Amtrak bus service.  30 minutes after Mike joined us we got off at Modesto to try and locate some loco's operated by a small company called M&ET (Modesto & Empire Traction) who operate trip workings around the towns rail lines to various industries.  At Modesto the friendly Amtrak agent was happy to let me and Andy leave our bags with her in the ticket office (mine having just torn whilst getting off the train, cheers then) and with a light load we set off on a bus towards M&ETs depot.  When we got off the bus we were lucky enough to see one of the loco's on a freight straight away.  We then went by foot to the depot in an industrial area (what did you do in the USA?? Grand Canyon maybe? No.  Empire State Building? No. Industrial estate on a sleepy Saturday in Modesto, why not?) where we were able to see/photograph some loco's over and through the fence.  As we were a bit short of time we then called a taxi to take us back to the station from a nearby Burger King.  Our train forward to Bakersfield kept good time and a some photo opp's presented themselves at a few stations on route.  At Bakersfield station the Amtrak and BNSF tracks are seperated by a fence so we made our way to a footbridge up the road hoping to see some freight action.  Nothing came but the arena next to the track had just finished a moster truck event and watching the wrecked cars being forklifted out of the hall kept us a little amused.  A freight finally came when darkness fell at about the time we had to leave to get back to the station for our train, picking up some supplies on the way.  The return journey (branching off to Sacramento rather than Oakland) was spent reading and chatting and we got to Sacramento on time at 2330.  Me and Andy were heading north to Seattle at 2359 and Mike waited with us until our train came, we were on the northbound Starlight for the 3rd day in a row and this time the usual pair of P42s had a MPI59 in tow as well, one of the loco's that normally works the surfliners around LA, presumably off to Seattle to cover for a loco shortage on the "Cascade" services.  After leaving Sacramento with Mike waving us off it didn't take long for me to drop off after a succesful day.

MOVES:

AMTRAK 2005 (712) 0730 Oakland Jack London Square to Modesto

AMTRAK 2011 (714) 1217 Modesto to Bakersfield

AMTRAK 2011 (703) 1820 Bakersfield to Sacramento 

AMTRAK 99 & 85 & 453 (14) 2359 Sacramento to Seattle (arr Sun)

Sunday 17th January

Still heading north up the west side of America we kept good time with layovers in Klamath Falls in the morning then Eugene-Springfield during early afternoon, a good chance for the smokers to get off at what Amtrak announces as "smoke stops", for those who enjoy the trains its a photo stop.  Arrival into Portland was also early and meant we had an hour there.  The station shop was well used by passengers off the train, including myself who took advantage of the fact that it sold bags and a new one was duly purchased to replace the one which got torn yesterday, I exchanged my belongings from one to the other and dumped the ripped bag in a bin on the platform.  We carried on northbound to Seattle where arrival was about 45 minutes ahead of schedule.  We found our hotel quite easily and then made our way to a brewpub I had found on the internet before leaving.  The couple who owned the pub were in attendance and chatted to us for a while giving us some tourist tips and telling us how much they loved Wales and Welsh choirs, very friendly indeed, I thought they may have got a beer or two in for us as they loved the fact we were visiting from Wales, but alas this wasn't the case.  

MOVES:

Continuation of train 14 from Saturday

Monday 18th January

I had an early start to cover some of Sound Transits morning commuter trains, having formulated a move that would get me four different loco's.  Sound Transit operates trains during the morning and evening commutes but nothing at off peak hours, thus I found myself at the station in time for the 0610 departure, where as Andy decided to stay in bed. My one and only foray with Sound Transit was then over by 0750, at which point I made my way back to the hotel for breakfast.  Our next Amtrak service was due to depart Seattle at 1640 so we had plenty of time to kill, we were hoping to visit the Beoing museum of flight and we thought we had sussed out how to get there by public transport, however the information we had was out of date and the bus trip just wasn't possible, so we made do with a ride on the Seattle monorail to the Space Needle and paid to go to the obsevation deck 520 foot up.  From the observation deck we were afforded good views of downtown Seattle and surrounding areas, including a rail line where we saw a couple of freights pass by and a Cascades service with P32 number 503 at the head. We made our way back to downtown on the monorail and had a walk around a large market before some beers in the brewpub we had used the night before. We made out way to the station via the hotel to collect our bags, however once at the station it became apparent by the behaviour of the staff that our train was going to be late and a lack of information didn't help. A guy with a pushbike turned up, his bike fitted with a childseat which had a dog in it, he tried to get on the platform but the Amtrak staff refused him, citing that he had been seen earlier walking around on the tracks.  At this point he started wheeling is bike backwards and ended up tripping over some luggage, sending man, bike and dog crashing to the floor.  Cue much ranting and raving, I'm going to sue your ass, you've upset my dog etc etc.  Myself and Andy couldn't help having a bit of a laugh about it, the Amtrak guy had to stiffle his amusment as well.  Eventually our train rolled in and we were an hour late departing.  We both nodded off quite soon and when I woke up we were stopped, apparently a freight train had failed in front of us, we waitied for a while and once we got moving again I fell asleep again. When I next woke up we were stopped again, the same freight had failed again, I drifted off again before we were on the move....  (Footnote, there was a landslide across the track north of Seattle in the early hours of Jan 19th causing Amtrak and Sound Transit services to be suspended so we were lucky to get out of Seattle prior to that).

MOVES:

SOUNDER 906 (1501) 0610 Seattle to Kent

SOUNDER 911 (1504) 0634 Kent to Tukwila

SOUNDER 902 (1503) 0702 Tukwila to Kent

SOUNDER 904 (1508) 0724 Kent to Seattle

AMTRAK 168 & 56 (8) 1640 (+60') Seattle to Spokane (arr Tue)

Tuesday 19th January

I awoke as we arrived at Spokane, I knew we were late but didn't know by how much, I was a bit surprised upon checking to find we were about 5 and a half hours behind schedule, cheers then!  During the stop at Spokane we attached the portion from Portland, also an extra P42 was added to the pair we already had up front so a least that was a bonus.  We set off on our way at 0655, should have been an 0115 departure, and headed into Montana where there was plently of snow about.  We eventually arrived at our destination, Essex (a request stop) at 1400, 5 hours late.  The hotel (Izzak Walton Inn) had sent out their van to collect us, although it could probably be walked in 5 minutes or so, and we made our way along the icy road and got dropped off at the door.  Once we had checked in we managed to photograph a couple of freights which passed by, the footbridge over the railway giving an excellent vantage point.  Before long it became too dark for any more photographs, our 5 hour late arrival had cost us a lot off daylight time which was quite annoying.  An excellent meal was had at the hotel (the hotel being the only thing here as this place is more or less in the middle of nowhere) before some beers in the railway themed bar at cellar level.  The beers were brewed in Montana, and the best we had was one called "Moose Drool" a charming name for a beer.  The barman was friendly and allowed us free use of the pool table, and the juke box was a bargain giving 5 credits for 25 cents!  The first track we selected was by Def Leppard, and the juke box started up at about a billion decibels almost bringing the roof down.  We finished the day watching some freights pass from our room before crashing out.  Footnote regarding Izaak Walton Inn, apart from the standard rooms in the hotel it is also possible to stay in a converted loco adjacent to the hotel or in a caboose on the opposite side of the tracks.

MOVES:
Continuation of train 8 from Monday, then.........

AMTRAK 86 & 168 & 56 (8) 0115 (+340') Spokane to Essex

Wednesday 20th January

The hotel van took us back to the station for our last Amtrak train of the trip, heading east to Chicago.  The train was a mere 30 minutes late today and for the second day running was triple headed, although I had ridden two out of the three loco's previously.  We spent the daylight hours watching the world go by from the lounge car, with time to stretch our legs at a couple of stops on route.  Once darkness fell we made our way back to our seats and as the train was very lightly loaded we managed to claim two seats each (not for the first time on this visit) so that we could stretch out a bit.

MOVES:
AMTRAK 69 & 177 & 94 (8) 0855 (+30) Essex to Chicago Union (arr Thu)

Thursday 21st January

We were both awake when we arrived at St Paul-Minneapolis where the train filled up considerably.  An ontime departure at 0750 for the final 418 miles into Chicago was achieved and I was hopeful that we would reach our destination a bit early.  We once again went to the lounge car and watched the world go by, including the Mississippi river which was frozen over in many places.  Conditions outside were icy and at one point we passed a car, and then a lorry down the railway enbankment and then another car which had spun out of control, in quick succession.  We managed to lose a little time before we got to Wisconsin, and after that the train ended up stopping several times for inspection as it was setting off the trackside fault detectors for some reason or another.  One of the coach attendants said that this same train consist had given the same problems the last time it went over this stretch of track.  We eventually reached the outskirts of Chicago and had to follow a METRA stopping train into Union station, giving us a 100 minute late arrival. We had planned to do a few moves to Western Avenue and back to try and score some extra METRA loco's but the evening rush period was almost over by now and both Andy and myself decided that we couldn't be bothered now as it would have meant a late arrival in Aurora where we were staying again.  We broke our journey to Aurora twice to maximise the amount of loco's we could have, I scored two of the three, the only one I didn't want was the first train we did which we had to rush like hell to get on and didn't have time to check the loco number before departure. Once at Aurora food and beers were taken in the brewpub in the old roundhouse in a repeat of the first night of the holiday.

MOVES:
Continuation of train 8 from Thur, then......

METRA 190 (1279) 1749 Chicago Union to Downers Grove

METRA 189 (1273) 1825 Downers Grove to Belmont

METRA 198 (1281) 1853 Belmont to Aurora

Friday 22nd January

A late start today which saw us departing Aurora at 0920.  We elected to break our journey at Cicero and saw a couple of freights in the hour we were there.  At the last minute our train to Chicago was announced as coming in wrong line and we had to rush to the opposite platform with our heavy bags, along the platfrom we were on, down a long slope, under the railway and then up some steps, didn't do me any good I can tell you.  At Chicago Union we had food and beers in the station bar before a final METRA fling to Western Avenue and back (using the remaining validity on the 10 ride ticket we had purchased a couple of weeks ago).  Western Avenue was quite busy with some traffic deadheading into Chicago for the afternoon rush period, and also gave us a rare chance to photograph a couple of METRA switchers which were moving equipment between the two yards.  Once at Union we had a few minutes to get over to OTC station for a train to Jefferson Park, but we were bowled out as we arrived at platform one, which doesn't have any steps at the far end of the platform, which would have bought us out at street level just across from OTC.  We decided we didn't want to rush around the long way so ended up doing the CTA all the way back to the airport including a partial ride around "the loop".  Once at the airport we checked in and went airside, flying with United had the advantage of departing terminal 1 which has far more facilities than terminal 5 that I departed from last visit.  Andy decided we should have a last beer before take off and it was his round, I warned him it would be expensive but 18 bucks for two beers was taking the pi$$.  The flight back to Heathrow was on time and uneventful.  At Heathrow, a rare few moments of BAA effiecieny were seen, quick passport check and bags waiting for us meaning we were on a bus home two hours earlier than what we had booked. 

MOVES:

METRA 186 (1262) 0920 Aurora to Cicero

METRA 189 (1264) 1118 Cicero to Chicago Union

METRA 418 (2217) 1230 Chicago Union to Western Avenue

METRA 121 (2134) 1306 Western Avenue to Chicago Union

UNITED N654UA (UA928) 1800 Chicago O'Hare to London Heathrow

LOCO's FOR HAULAGE:- underlined = new.

METRA: 100  109  121  127  134  154  155  163  170  186  189  190  198  199  403  404  413  414  415  418  611  614
AMTRAK:  45  56  69  85  86  94  99  133  168  172  177  183  203  453  507  510  2005  2011
METROLINK:  853  858   862  865  876  881  887  888  897
CALTRAIN:  901  903  906  907  908  909  917  919  920  922  923  925  926

SOUND TRANSIT:  902  904  906   911

HOTELS USED

Aurora, Chicago Western Suburbs - Comfort Suites, adjacent to METRA station.  Booked via Expedia.co.uk

New Orleans - Ambassador Hotel, about 20 mins walk from Amtrak station near Harrahs Casino and waterfront.  Booked via Expedia.co.uk

Newhall, Los Angeles - Santa Clarita Motel, about 10 mins walk from Metrolink station, adjacent to railway line.  Booked via Expedia.co.uk

Oakland - The Inn at Jack London Square, 5 mins walk from Amtrak station.  One block over from railway street running.  Booked via Expedia.co.uk

Seattle - Best Western Pioneer Square - about 8 mins walk from Amtrak/Sound Transit station.  Booked via Expedia.co.uk

Essex, Montana - Izaak Walton Inn - they will collect you from train (flagstop by hotel).  Adjacent to railway.  Booked via Izaakwaltoninn.com

Conclusion.  Another excellent trip to the USA.  A good mixture of things achieved and excellent company.  Many thanks to Mike for taking time out to join us on our trip to Bakersfield. The only downside was the occasional poor time keeping with Amtrak, although train will always be the premier way to travel around America. 

