
USA 2014 – Not Quite Coast to Coast. 

USA 2014 offered a Coast to Coast trip from Baltimore, MD to the San Francisco Bay Area with a 

slight twist. In order to cover the Tennessee Central Railway Museum’s annual excursion along the 

Nashville & Eastern Railroad in Tennessee we would have to fly to Nashville as Amtrak do not serve 

this very popular destination for travellers. So, unfortunately, we would not be going coast to coast 

by rail.  

Wednesday 30th April 2014 

As we were flying with United Airlines on the first flight of the day from London Heathrow to 

Washington Dulles International Airport it was necessary to travel down to Heathrow the night 

before. Taking Trans-Pennine Express from Barnetby I changed at Doncaster for a fast and smooth 

ride into London Kings Cross Station where Tim Howlett was waiting for me. The Tube strike had 

thinned out services to Paddington but there was no significant delay and we were soon waiting for 

the Heathrow Express through to Terminal 1,2,3. This service was operating every 30 minutes due 

also to a strike but fortunately we were not too delayed. The bus ride out to Harlington Corner was 

quick and we were soon checked into the Ibis Hotel on Bath Road. A few evening liveners were taken 

and then it was off to bed for the 4.30am get up the following morning. 

Thursday 1st May 2014 

Checked out by 5am and on the bus soon after, the passage through security was uneventful and 

breakfast was being ordered by 5.30am. On line check in makes life so much easier as you can 

bypass those people who seem to have difficulty following the simplest of instructions. This would 

be my last flight from Terminal 1 at Heathrow as Star Alliance airlines were due to start transferring 

to the new state of the art Terminal 2 within the following few weeks. With breakfast consumed it 

was time to take the steady meander down to the departure gate for our 7.25am flight. Boarding 

commenced at 7am and all 40ish passengers were on board by 7.15am, so doors shut, push back 

and ….join the queue. We weren’t too long getting to the front though and with the pilot signalling 

his intentions to make this journey as short as he could we sped off down the runway and up on our 

way to Washington D.C. All bar one of United’s flights to Dulles are operated by former Continental 

Airlines 757’s, the mid-morning flight being a 777. I am not a great lover of spending 8 hours plus on 

what was originally intended to be a commuter aircraft flying no more than 4 to 5 hours, but the 

United crew were both pleasant and efficient, entertainment was good and best of all, due to a tail 

wind across the Atlantic, we were an hour early into Dulles. I must say the landing caught me by 

surprise with a formula one style approach to the airport and a hell of a bang as we hit the runway. I 

will confess to uttering a little swear word at that point. 

Arrival at the gate was swift too, and this is where it all got a little Gerry Anderson. Departing the 

aircraft we followed the signs to what we thought was the terminal building but instead was a rolling 

lounge. Once all passengers from our flight (and the crew) had boarded the lounge the engines fired 

up and we set off across the airport to be deposited at the terminal building around 5 minutes later. 

With so few passengers, passage through immigration was easy and there was only a slight delay in 

customs as we had followed a West African airplane in and the customs officers were taking a 

significant amount of interest in the contents of their bags. Dulles Airport is a fair distance from 

Washington D.C. and as yet no rail service has reached the airport, although a Metro line is under 



construction. So we found the Washington Flyer coach service and headed for West Falls Church 

Metro station, by now a good 90 minutes ahead of where I expected to be. Deposited at the Metro 

station a ticket was purchased to Downtown D.C. and within a few minutes we were heading 

Downtown. The Metro ride is around 20 minutes depending on time of day and we were at Gallery 

Place Metro just on Noon. Considering our arrival time in Dulles should not have been until 11.20am 

this was a major plus and with no trains to cover until 15.23 there was nothing to do but visit one of 

the many brewpubs in Downtown D.C. We chose the District Chop House where we took up 

residency at the bar to enjoy a few beverages and to have a light meal to set us up for the rest of the 

day. I was just getting to know my first beer very well when I caught a familiar figure out of the 

corner of my eye and there was Paul Redford who had been in the States since Monday. It was great 

to see Paul and to catch up but rather bizarre that I should have travelled 3500 miles to meet up 

with someone who lives within 50 miles of my home. Paul was also staying in Baltimore and so we 

expected to meet up later that evening at the Pratt Street Ale House.  

After lunch we made our way to Washington Union Station to cover the MARC evening rush along 

the Penn Line. I was hoping to find the MARC AEM7’s working but this was not so. I had contacted 

MARC prior to our arrival and was informed that they now had only three AEM7’s operational with 

4901 being used for spares at Amtrak’s Wilmington works where 4903 was also resident. The 

evening passed uneventfully, with the usual diet of HHP8 electrics and MP36 diesels getting us to 

Baltimore Penn where a tram was taken down to Camden and the Holiday Inn Hotel. This was close 

to the Pratt Street Ale House so a few nightcap drinks were taken there and as the evening passed 

on the rest of our group for 2014, and also Paul Redford, appeared to enjoy a welcome drink. 

 

MARC HHP8 4913 departs Odenton, MD with a train to Washington Union Station on Thursday 1st 

May 2014. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

Moves. 

UA123  7.30 London Heathrow to Washington Dulles  11.20  Boeing 757 



MARC426 15.23 Washington Union to New Carrollton  15.34  4913 

MARC537 15.51 New Carrollton to Washington Union  16.07  29 

MARC532 16.25 Washington Union to New Carrollton  16.36  4915 

MARC634 16.51 New Carrollton to Odenton   17.09  20 

MARC536 17.35 Odenton to Baltimore Penn   18.00  19+21 

MARC449 18.25 Baltimore Penn to Bowie State   18.53  4911 

MARC446 19.01 Bowie State to Baltimore Penn   19.42  4910 

Friday 2nd May 2014 

An early start from the hotel this morning as I intended to cover the Camden Line down to 

Washington Union. First train out of Baltimore Camden is 5.00am and there are 5 hops down the 

line putting you in Washington Union at 8.21am. As well as the usual diet of MP36’s, one of the 

turns was covered by a GP39H-2. These loco’s survived the arrival of the MP36’s as MARC has a plan 

of continued service improvements which will require more locomotives over time. All went to plan 

and breakfast was taken at Washington Union prior to riding up to Baltimore BWI Airport to meet 

with the rest of the party before flying down to Nashville, TN. 

 

MARC GP39H-2 no. 72 works MARC train 842 7.00am Washington Union to Baltimore Camden. This 

was the trains return working having worked train 843 5.30am Baltimore Camden to Washington 

Union. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

Arrival at BWI Airport Station was at 10.05 and after a short wait for the shuttle bus connection to 

the airport terminals’, we were on our way to the Southwest Airlines Terminal. It was no surprise to 

find that our group was meeting at the only bar in the terminal and with boarding passes collected 

and bags checked it was time to venture through security and into the departure area. Southwest 



Airlines operate a numbered boarding policy where passengers are allocated boarding groups and a 

number from 1 to 60 depending on when you check in. One thing to look for is the availability of 

Early Bird check in when you purchase your ticket. For an extra $12.50 you can purchase Early Bird 

check in and Southwest Airlines will check you in automatically 36 hours before the flight departs. 

This virtually guarantees you a Group A boarding position meaning you will be one of the first 60 

onto the flight with a good choice of seats. This certainly worked to our advantage as the flight was 

full. The on board crew were excellent, providing the renown Southwest Airlines wit during 

announcements and serving complimentary soft drinks and snacks with quiet efficiency. Departure 

was slightly late but with the usual padding in the schedules arrival into Nashville was on time and 

once bags had been collected, the local Nashville Metro bus was taken to Broadway, in Downtown 

Nashville, and we checked into the Holiday Inn for the next two nights. 

Nashville RTA operates the Music City Star commuter rail service from Nashville Riverside Station to 

Lebanon, TN. The service uses four, former Amtrak, F40PH’s which are owned by the RTA but 

maintained by the Nashville and Eastern Railroad at their shops in Lebanon, and two are used in 

daily service. Having visited previously in 2011 I had already had 50% of the fleet and didn’t need to 

ride the line so, along with a few others in our party, a round trip to Donelson was taken for the two 

engines in service and once back in Nashville it was decided to take a ride out to Yazoo Brewing on 

Division Street then a quick nip around the corner to Jackalope Brewing on 8th Avenue and an 

unexpected encounter with a friend of Alex Hall’s who had travelled to Nashville for the weekend 

from Portland, OR. After a few drinks we returned  to Downtown Nashville for a meal at the Rock 

Bottom on Broadway. Finally, it was back to the hotel for a relatively early night and to look forward 

to the next day’s main event. 

 

Seen at Donelson working Music City Star train 158, 15.55 Lebanon to Nashville Riverfront, is former 

Amtrak F40PH 381. This locomotive had originally been owned by the Nashville and Eastern Railroad 

but had passed to the Regional Transit Authority. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

 



Moves. 

MARC841 5.00 Baltimore Camden to Dorsey   5.18 14 

MARC843 5.47 Dorsey to Savage    5.54 72 

MARC845 6.34 Savage to Laurel    6.40 15 

MARC847 7.05 Laurel to Muirkirk    7.11 13 

MARC849 7.49 Muirkirk to Washington Union   8.21 28 

MARC414 9.30 Washington Union to Baltimore BWI Airport 10.05 34 

SW583  12.55 Baltimore (BWI)  to Nashville (BNA)  13.40 Boeing 737-700 

MCS157 16.20 Nashville Riverfront to Donelson  16.32 121 

MCS158 16.35 Donelson to Nashville Riverfront  16.50 381 

Saturday 3rd May 2014 

The primary reason for going to Nashville was to ride the Tennessee Central Railway Museum’s 

Dogwood Festival Excursion train. These trains run the entire length of the Nashville and Eastern 

Railroad’s mainline to Monterey, TN, high on the Cumberland plateaux. The Dogwood Festival is an 

annual event which celebrates the advent of Spring and the blossoming of the Dogwood tree, but for 

our group it was a chance to ride rare mileage on a train which would use the museum’s motive 

power. Unfortunately, due to track work, the train started at the Donelson Commuter Station rather 

than the museum site in Nashville but this was a small inconvenience and instantly forgotten when 

the train came into view hauled by E8A no. 6902 assisted by F7B locomotives 715 and 719, and 

Nashville and Eastern Railroad B39-8 no. 8585. 

 

Tennessee Central Railway Museum E8 6902 leads F7B units 715 and 719 plus Nashville and Eastern 

Railroad B39-8 8585 on the Museum’s Dogwood Festival Excursion train to Monterey, TN on 

Saturday 3rd May 2014. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 



This was a superb day out. The crew of volunteers from the Museum were helpful and informative 

and eager to share stories of the Railroad. We were allowed access to the stable doors at the end of 

each coach to enable us to take photographs of the train as it made its way to Monterey. The 

locomotives were worked hard, especially on the climb onto the Cumberland Plateaux and we were 

allowed to stay on board the train when it had arrived in Monterey, and travel to the end of the line 

at the local sand works at Lojack, TN. Once the trains’ motive power had run round in the sand 

works loop, the train headed back to Monterey and we were able to detrain for about 30 minutes 

and enjoy the atmosphere of this small town and also take some photographs of the train with the 

B39-8 now leading. 

 

With Nashville and Eastern Railroad B39-8 no. 8585 “City of Watertown” now leading, the excursion 

train is seen back in Monterey, TN, prior to returning to Donelson. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

On returning to Donelson, the pre-booked cabs were there to take us back to the hotel. Some of the 

group elected to go into Downtown Nashville whilst a few of us chose to walk over the road to the 

old Nashville Union Station which is now occupied by a Flying Saucer bar. After a few drinks, and 

conscious of the early start the following day, it was back to the hotel for a good night’s rest after an 

excellent day’s excursion. 

Moves. 

TCRM  8.00 Donelson to Lojack    6902+715+719+8585 

TCRM  13.15 Lojack to Donelson    8585+719+715+6902 

Sunday 4th May 2014. 

Another early start as our flight from Nashville was the 7.25am Southwest Airlines flight to Chicago 

Midway Airport. Arriving at the airport at 6.00am, passage through security was fairly easy and we 

were down at the departure gate in plenty of time. Early Bird check-in guaranteed us first pick of the 



seats on the aircraft and at 7.25am we were off to Midway, sharing a flight with a lot of very hung 

over people following their party weekend in Nashville. Arrival at Midway was on time and we 

transferred to Downtown Chicago via the CTA Orange Line, although part of the journey was by bus 

due to track work being undertaken on the line. Efficient as always, the bus transfer delivered us to 

the next train and we were soon at Chicago Union Station. The plan was a quick ride out on Metra’s 

BNSF commuter line and then back to Union Station for a meal and a few drinks in the bar and then 

onward to Utah and California on Amtrak’s California Zephyr. The out and back on Metra BNSF 

yielded one winning engine and the California Zephyr provided two new Genesis for the ride across 

the Mountains. Departure was on time from Chicago Union and the Zephyr made steady progress 

whilst dodging coal trains on BNSF’s line to Omaha, Nebraska. In all, this cost us about 30 minutes 

but, as we settled into the roomettes for the night, we weren’t too bothered about time keeping. 

Moves. 

SW965  7.25 Nashville (BNA) to Chicago Midway (MDW) 8.50 Boeing 737-700 

Metra1305 10.40 Chicago Union to Riverside   10.59  113 

Metra1310 11.10 Riverside to Chicago Union   11.47  192+205 

Amtrak5 14.00 Chicago Union to Sacramento   14.13(6/5) 122+11 

Monday 5th May 2014 

Breakfast was taken on the approach to Denver Union Station, still running around 30 minutes late. 

The procession of coal trains had continued through the night and more were seen approaching 

Denver. The view as the Zephyr approaches the wall that is the Rocky Mountains is just breath 

taking, sheer walls of rock can be seen stretching far above the city and there seems to be no way to 

penetrate the mountains. 

Denver has embarked on a project to build a commuter rail system centred on Denver Union Station. 

This will be an all-electric system operated by electric multiple units, with service on the inaugural 

line to the airport beginning in 2016. Construction of the new line and the infrastructure surrounding 

it was well underway as we passed through. 

 

A selection of BNSF power sits on 33rd Street Depot in Denver, CO, as viewed from Amtrak’s 

California Zephyr on Monday 5th May 2014. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 



Heading out of Denver Union Station the train starts to make its’ way towards the Rockies. Almost as 

soon as the train is out of Denver the climb begins toward Moffatt Tunnel, built at an elevation of 

9,500 feet, almost 4000 feet above Denver. The first impressive railroad structure on this line is Big 

10 curve, a series of horse shoes which allow the train to gain height quickly before following the 

outline of the mountains, canyons and gorges. 

 

The rear of a Union Pacific coal train is seen as it descends Big 10 Curve on the Moffatt Route into 

the Rocky Mountains. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

 

Amtrak P42’s 122 and 11 pass the mid train helpers on a coal train which is descending towards 

Denver from Moffatt Tunnel. The alignment of the railroad can be seen above the trains, clearly 

showing the height the railroad gains in a very short distance. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 



For mile after mile the scenery is simply astounding as mountain plateaux gives way to river canyon 

then mountain gorge. This journey is an amazing spectacle with never a dull moment as the train 

winds its’ way West. In some ways it is a shame that the train doesn’t arrive in Salt Lake City until 

late in the day as the Rockies give way to the Wasatch Mountains and the spectacular Front Range 

that overlooks the City. The city skyline is as impressive at night as it is in the day, with the many 

ornate Temples lit up by a myriad of lights. It was at this point that all the other members of our 

party left me and went to a hotel in Salt Lake City. They were intending to ride Utah Frontrunner 

commuter service and follow on 24 hours later whilst I was continuing to Sacramento to ride the 

Central California Valley line from there to Bakersfield and meeting up with everyone again at 

Oakland, next evening. 

Tuesday 6th May 2014 

As if the previous days meanderings across the Rockies weren’t good enough in their own right to 

make the California Zephyr one of the Great Railway Journeys of the World, the next day sees the 

train start the descent towards the Californian coast through the Sierra Nevada Mountains. After 

Reno, NV, the train starts to wind through the mountain scenery of Truckee and Colfax as it 

descends towards California’s Capitol City of Sacramento. I doubt there are enough superlatives in 

the dictionary to sum up how spectacular the views are over this section of the route, with forests 

and lakes a plenty, rocky outcrops overhanging the tracks and the sheer skill of designing a railroad 

to fit through this rugged terrain. Frankly, after all the stunning scenery you travel through to get to 

Sacramento and the Bay Area, you feel somewhat disappointed that the journey is over. 

Arrival in Sacramento was 80 minutes late, so I went to check-in to my hotel for the night and then 

made a quick move on Amtrak’s Capitol Corridor service to Davis and back to Sacramento. This 

netted me one of Caltrans F59PHI locomotives, an Amtrak P42 Genesis and also a chance to 

photograph an Intermodal working heading towards the Bay Area. Once back in Sacramento, I 

adjourned to the River City Brewing Company for a few drinks and an evening meal and then 

returned to the hotel as I had an early start next morning. 

 

Amtrak P42’s 122 & 11 are seen at Sacramento Station waiting to depart to Emeryville with Amtrak 5 

California Zephyr. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 



 

Partially hidden by the paraphernalia which litters the platform ends at Sacramento Station, Caltrans 

F59PHI 2008 waits to form Capitol Corridor train 545. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

 

A Union Pacific stack train heads towards the Bay Area powered by four locomotives, the leading 

one being 5680. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

Moves. 

AMT545 16.40 Sacramento to Davis    16.55 2008 

AMT536 17.02 Davis to Sacramento    17.22 116 

 



Wednesday 7th May 2014 

Today was a track day, covering the San Joaquin service from Sacramento to Bakersfield through the 

Central Valley and then returning to Oakland, CA, again via the Central Valley and then the coast line 

into the Bay Area. Power for this round trip was Amtrak California F59PHI 2002 hauling a set of 

refurbished, former New Jersey Transit, Comet cars. The refurb job on these coaches is superb, 

bringing them up to Amtrak Inter-City standards with high backed seats, tables and a fully kitted out 

café car. This was a super trip, passing through the produce producing area of California. Mile after 

mile of vineyard and orchard were passed with a plethora of railroad yards and shortline railroads 

seen too. Modesto Traction, San Joaquin Valley and BNSF locomotives were scattered along the 

route going about their daily business and passing through Stockton the new motive power complex 

for Altamont Commuter Express could be seen, with a selection of locomotives and rolling stock 

outside. With just over an hour to kill in Bakersfield I was able to snap a few photos and watch some 

of the freight action before boarding the return. It was on the return that a problem with the 

refurbished cars was found. A wheelchair passenger wanted to board the train at Wasco, CA, but the 

built in wheelchair lift on the train had failed and we had to wait 35 minutes for a portable one to be 

brought from Bakersfield by truck. Once this had been dealt with we were on our way to Oakland 

without further delay. Altogether a very enjoyable day, with much to see in a very comfortable train. 

Eventually all San Joaquin services will be formed of refurbished Comet cars allowing the double 

deck cars to be redeployed on Capitol Corridor services between San Jose and Sacramento. 

 

Amtrak California GM F59PHI 2002 sits at Bakersfield Amtrak station before forming train 715 13.20 

Bakersfield to Oakland Jack London Square. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 

On arrival in Oakland I checked into the hotel, the Waterfront Hotel just off the Embarcadero, and 

then headed up to the Pacific Brewing Company to meet up with the other members of the party 



who had arrived in Oakland earlier that afternoon on the California Zephyr from Salt Lake City. 

Another excellent meal washed down with several of the Pacific Brewing Companies excellent ales, 

was had before retiring for the night in a very comfortable hotel room. I have vague memories of 

being woken by the sound of train horns in the middle of the night but this is not surprising being 

only a block from the street running section of railroad through Oakland.  

Moves. 

AMT702 6.40 Sacramento to Bakersfield   12.02 2002 

AMT715 13.20 Bakersfield to Oakland Jack London Square 19.25 2002 

Thursday 8th May 2014 

My final day in the USA was to be spent chasing down as many of Amtrak California’s locomotives as 

I could before heading to San Francisco International Airport for the overnight flight back to London 

Heathrow. I was hoping for a ride with at least one of the two DASH8-P32B locomotives on the 

roster but sadly it was not to be, with a constant diet of P42 and F59PHI locomotives being provided. 

I made various moves between Oakland Jack London Square, Emeryville and Richmond before 

boarding train 535 12.03 from Oakland to San Jose. Here, I met Bob Hannaford and we both headed 

north on Caltrain towards the airport, with Bob bailing out at Sunnyvale to carry on his Caltrain 

moves. I made a few stops on the way to the airport, netting three of Caltrains locomotives and on 

arrival at Millbrae I changed to the Bay Area Rapid Transit service to the airport. All went well and I 

was soon checked in for my United Airlines flight, with plenty of time to relax airside before boarding 

commenced. 

 

A pair of Amtrak California F59PHI’s power San Joaquin train 712 7.30am Oakland Jack London 

Square to Bakersfield service, away from Emeryville, CA. Photograph by Simon Bennett. 



Moves. 

AMT520 5.25 Oakland Jack London Square to Richmond 5.47  131 

AMT521 5.55 Richmond to Emeryville    6.08  2004 

AMT522 6.35 Emeryville to Richmond    6.47  2006 

AMT523 6.55 Richmond to Oakland Jack London Square 7.21  2012 

AMT712 7.30 Oakland Jack London Square to Emeryville 7.40  2001+2014 

AMT524 7.55 Emeryville to Richmond    8.07  2008 

AMT527 8.25 Richmond to Oakland Jack London Square 8.51  2009 

AMT526 9.15 Oakland Jack London Square to Richmond 9.37  2015 

AMT531 9.45 Richmond to Emeryville    9.58  131 

AMT533 11.00 Emeryville to Oakland Jack London Square 11.18  2006 

AMT535 12.03 Oakland Jack London Square to San Jose  13.18  2008 

CAL155  14.10 San Jose to Sunnyvale    14.24  901 

CAL257  14.54 Sunnyvale to Palo Alto    15.11  923 

CAL159  15.38 Palo Alto to Millbrae    16.10  914 

BART  16.16 Millbrae to San Bruno    16.21  Metro 

BART  16.23 San Bruno to San Francisco International 16.28  Metro 

UA930  19.35 San Francisco Int.(SFO) to Heathrow(LHR) 14.05(9/5) Boeing 777 

Friday 9th May 2014 

On time back in Heathrow and a quick and easy run through UK immigration, saw me at Kings Cross 

with lots of time to spare before my train north. This gave me chance to browse the new concourse 

which is a pleasure I rarely have unless travelling with the family, where it pays to allow extra time to 

get to the train. I was quite impressed with the new food and shopping area although as usual when 

something new opens such as this and St. Pancras, the food court is needlessly expensive and a short 

walk along the Euston Road will get you cheaper food and drink. East Coast trains took me to 

Doncaster where I changed onto a Trans Pennine service for the run back to Barnetby and the end of 

another excellent trip to the ‘States. 

I would like to thank my fellow travellers for making this yet another memorable trip. In no 

particular order these were : Tim Howlett, Steve Bates, Richard Bishop, Steve Ashby, Andy Powis, 

Paul Roderigues, Ian Edwards and Bob Hannaford. 


