USA TRIP REPORT SEPT/OCT 2011 by Pete Callaghan.
This report covers a trip made with my father who had done a USA rail trip with me in April 2009 and had enjoyed it enough to come with me again, this time we would be taking in some routes my father hadn’t done before, in fact the only Amtrak track we covered on this trip which we had done on our last together was Sacramento to LA.  Our Amtrak validity was a 15 day 8 journey rail pass ($389 each but gone up to $429 since) and for commuter services tickets were purchased as required.  New locos and planes are underlined; train/plane IDs in brackets.
Thursday 29th September 2011

Not for the first time before a USA bash I left my night shift early to start making my way to Heathrow for the flight across the pond. I’m fortunate enough to have an understanding boss so at 0430 I was making the 40 mile journey eastbound along a deserted M4 from work to my house, where I grabbed my pre-packed bag before getting a lift to the bus station with my dad and his wife who pulled up just a couple of minutes behind me.  Bus was a couple of minutes late, got on, sat down then Zzzzzz most of the way to Heathrow, apologies to dad for not being very good company but I had been up all night.  Got to the bus station at Heathrow and took free train transfer to terminal 4 where we checked in with plenty of time to spare for our on time flight to New York JFK on a Delta Airlines B767-400.  Hit the tarmac early at JFK but that was about as good as it got as we taxied behind another plane which somehow took our gate, we had to wait for it to be shunted off so we could get on the gate, a straight gate swap not possible as our plane was too big for the other gate, so we were told.  I think this may have been an excuse to buy time as when we did pull onto the gate everybody had to remain seated until the police had come aboard to remove a passenger a few rows ahead of us.  Once finally off the plane we faced a huge queue for immigration, with just two officers on duty to start with.  The waiting area was humid and the roof was leaking, and the queue was so big that people with connecting flights or those with small children kept getting called to the front which didn’t help our cause.  We finally made it to a desk after waiting two hours, and we were some of the first people in the queue from the economy section of our flight, I imagine others off the plane may have been there quite a while longer, this was by far my poorest experience of entering the USA.

Not surprisingly our bags were waiting for us at baggage claim, so we picked them up and made our way to the LIRR station on the airtrain, intending to catch LIRR into New York.  At the station we found LIRR service was suspended due to a lightning strike taking out the signals, so we made our way down to the subway which was mega busy and took that to New York Penn instead.  At the station we picked up our pre-booked Amtrak tickets from a very cheery and very camp ticket agent who seemed more excited about our itinerary than we were.  From here we did NJT under the water and on to Rahway where we were staying for the night in a hotel about 20 minutes’ walk from the station, the place I usually use outside the station had unusually high rates to stay tonight.  As we were both exhausted we didn’t bother to do anything apart from sleep, our long journey having taken its toll on us.
MOVES:

DELTA N832MH (DL149) 1230 London Heathrow to New York JFK

NJT 4634 (3283) 2004 New York Penn to Rahway [image: image1.jpg]



N832MH at Heathrow prior to working DL0149 to New York JFK

Friday 30th September 2011
As our Amtrak move from NY wasn’t until the afternoon we took our time making our way to the city.  We decided to go via Hoboken and do a boat over to Manhattan and so that meant changing at Secaucus, where I noted the number of the loco as it pushed the train away and it was the one we’d already had yesterday, tut! At least I got a winner to Hoboken.  At Hoboken we took a boat over to Lower Manhattan and walked up Wall Street stopping to take pictures of the NY Stock Exchange building and then further up the island some pictures of the new WTC building being erected.  We carried on walking uptown until we were too tired to carry on, it was a hot day with temperature in the 70s and our heavy bags were weighing us down so we jumped on a lovely cool aircon subway train to Penn station. Once at Penn we had a bit of time to kill so we ate and had a couple of beers in one of the food outlets on the station, before moving to the Amtrak waiting room and watching the world go by for a while.  Our train was on time and we had a pleasant run along the Hudson in the evening sunshine.  At Albany there was time to get out and have a stretch, and also see what we’d had from NY as we hadn’t viewed the loco earlier. We watched as the loco was detached and the portion from Boston shunted on, also present were one of the Amtrak repaints, loco 145 coupled to the one remaining Amtrak dome car. Sadly there were a lot of gnats buzzing about and the next day I found I’d been bitten a few times on my left arm. We hadn’t been able to see what the locos going forward were so once on the move I asked the conductor who told me we had 69 & 58, typical, yet another run off 69, which would be on over 7,000 miles for me at Chicago.  I dossed out as we passed through the north of New York State.
MOVES:

NJT 4634 (3508) 0920 Rahway to Secaucus

NJT 4000 (1162) 1009 Secaucus to Hoboken

Boat “Hoboken” 1030 Hoboken to Manhattan Pier 11

AMTRAK 713 (49) 1545 New York Penn to Albany

AMTRAK 69 & 58 (49) 1905 Albany to Chicago Union (arrive 1040 Saturday)

Saturday 1st October 2011
I awoke about 3 hours before we pulled into Chicago where arrival was at about 1040, an hour late.  We’d just missed a wave of Metra departures from the various Chicago stations meaning we had about 2 hours to kill before the next wave of departures.  As luck would have it, the Amtrak 40th anniversary exhibition train was in Union station so we made our way there and found the repainted F40 cabbage loco on the blocks coupled to the train.  In the adjacent platform on display were anniversary repaints 156 and 822.  After looking around the exhibition we went over to OTC station for brunch and then took a trip to Waukegan and return, dad was hoping we’d be able to see the lakes from the train but I couldn’t remember if this was the case or not, and it wasn’t apart from some quick glimpses at the north end.  Once back in Chicago we started making our way to Aurora where we were staying and did a few moves on the line, we just about made the 1540 departure ex Chicago and as we didn’t have time to view the loco before departure I was pleased to get off and find I’d had a winner.   Another winner later on made it a good afternoon for me on the Aurora route.  When we finally made it as far as Aurora we checked in to our hotel next to the station then spent a bit of time in a casino, before going into some dodgy looking Mexican place to eat, however the food was good and the portions massive, and the staff couldn’t do enough for us.  After this we called it a day.

MOVES:

Continuation of train 49 then….

METRA 152 (325) 1235 Chicago OTC to Waukegan

METRA 164 (342) 1410 Waukegan to Chicago OTC

METRA 213 (1313) 1540 Chicago Union to Downers Grove Main Street

METRA 404 (1318) 1645 Downers Grove Main Street to Clarendon Hills

METRA 187 (1315) 1717 Clarendon Hills to Downers Grove Main Street

METRA 194 (1327) 1759 Downers Grove Main Street to Route 59

METRA 191 (1317) 1842 Route 59 to Aurora
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METRA 194 in the evening sunshine at Route 59.

Sunday 2nd October 2011
We had intended to have a lie in but we were both up and about quite early and so made the 0820 train into Chicago rather than the 1020 which was what we had planned.  With time to kill before our afternoon Amtrak departure we made our way to OTC where a 3 loco move produced a 100% winner return for me, so I was well pleased with that.  Once back at Chicago we had dinner and a couple of beers at the bar in Union station, and I also went to photo another Amtrak repaint, loco 184, which had joined the Amtrak exhibition since yesterday.  We were quite late boarding our next Amtrak service and so avoided the usual boarding shambles which has been the subject of a fair bit of debate recently on the railway forum website railroad.net.  Nothing much to report about the journey from Chicago apart from the fact that a big layover at St Paul-Minneapolis was a welcome chance to get off the train and stretch the legs for a while before crashing out for the night.
MOVES:

METRA 200 (1306) 0820 Aurora to Chicago Union

METRA 143 (705) 1030 Chicago OTC to Clybourn

METRA 128 (321) 1043 Clybourn to Braeside

METRA 144 (808) 1139 Braeside to Chicago OTC
AMTRAK 171 & 204 (7) 1415 Chicago Union to Spokane (arrive 0140 Tuesday)

[image: image3.jpg]



METRA 200 pulls into Aurora ready to form the 0820 to Chicago Union

Monday 3rd October 2011
We woke up and took breakfast in the diner, where for $10 or so you can get a decent feed with drinks which works out better value than buying a couple of items from the café car.  We stopped at Minot, North Dakota, where I was hoping to get out and photograph the loco’s as this is a service stop, but the station was shut due to damage caused by recent flooding and so nobody was allowed to detrain.  The flood damage and associated repairs around Minot was quite visible.  I don’t have any other notes written down for today so presume nothing else worth reporting happened.
MOVES:

Continuation of train 7….

Tuesday 4th October 2011

Arrival into Spokane was on time having made up a few minutes from earlier delays thanks to the usual padding in the schedule.  Our train was split here with the front part going on to Seattle with the loco pair we’d had from Chicago, both the portions heading in the opposite direction were late and arrived at Spokane while we were waiting.  The back loco of the pair on the eastbound from Seattle was the loco that took us forward, the single loco on the eastbound portion from Portland joined the remaining loco of the ex Seattle pair to work forward to Chicago.  Departure of our portion to Portland was on time and I dossed out for a few hours and awoke to view the rest of the scenic journey at about 0730 near Wishram.   We rolled into Portland slightly early and with time to kill we wandered over the river and photographed a freight and an Amtrak train before heading back to the station where we were due to catch an Amtrak Cascades train to Seattle.  Here we found out that our train was going to be a bus replacement due to a mudslide up the line, and also it was likely that we’d be having a bus from Seattle the next morning.  We really didn’t want to hear this and I was in half a mind not to bother, but as we had a hotel booked in Seattle and my father hadn’t been there before we went with it.  Some free snacks were handed out on the bus but they were pretty naff, I managed to doss out most of the way to Seattle where we arrived a bit earlier than the train should have.  Awaking on the outskirts of Seattle I had a view of the Boeing Museum of Flight where an ex BA Concorde is displayed, the ultimate in luxury travel – further down the airfield the opposite end of the luxury air travel spectrum was also visible, a couple of newly built 737s painted in Ryanair colours awaiting delivery to the undoubtedly proud Mr. O’Leary.  

Once we had been dropped off at the Seattle railway station we made our way the short distance to the hotel and dropped off our bags before going exploring.  We took the monorail to the space needle and back before having a quick look round part of the big Pike’s market. We then had a few beers in the Pike brewpub before having fish and chips at a place near one of the piers.  We finished off by having a few beers in the place next to our hotel which had a few interesting beers on top as well as the usual run of the mill stuff.
MOVES:
Continuation of train 7 then….

AMTRAK 19 (27) 0245 Spokane to Portland

AMTRAK BUS (506) 1215 Portland to Seattle 
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Amtrak 19 runs into Portland, having worked from Spokane it has now been turned on the “Y”

Wednesday 5th October 2011
I was up early to cover a few Sounder train services.  The first two trains arriving from Tacoma form services back out of Seattle to do another trip in from Tacoma to finish the morning commute, meaning that it is possible to have 4 out of the 5 locos working this route.  I had previously ridden 4 Sounder locos on this move on my previous visit to Seattle so hoped that I’d score 4 more this time but in the end I only got 2 new.  I got back to the hotel at about 0800 where I joined my father for breakfast.  Our next Amtrak move was the Coast Starlight which we hoped would start at Seattle, and I thought we were going to be OK when the stock was in the platform, however it was bus as far as Portland which was annoying.  Leaving Seattle I was able to see the pair of locos were both new, so that cheered me up a bit.  The reason we couldn’t do the train was because it wasn’t permitted to run through the site of the mudslide with passengers on – a strange situation, either the track should be passed as fit to run trains over or not, if there is any doubt then don’t run trains over it, empty or otherwise.  Arrival by bus into Portland was earlier than the train was due, the train rolled in at its booked time at which point a couple of private coaches were shunted onto the rear.  We got moving on time and the journey was fine apart from constant announcements from the on board service staff who seemed to love the sound of their own voices, making people aware of what is going on is important but this lot just went on and on and were totally over the top.
MOVES:

SOUNDER 911 (1501) 0610 Seattle to Kent

SOUNDER 901 (1504) 0633 Kent to Tukwila

SOUNDER 904 (1503) 0702 Tukwila to Kent

SOUNDER 903 (1508) 0723 Kent to Seattle

AMTRAK BUS (11) 0945 Seattle to Portland

AMTRAK 152 & 134 (11) Portland to LA Union (arrive 2050 Thursday)

Thursday 6th October 2011

I was awake as we pulled into Sacramento, a bit ahead of schedule.  Dad and I got off to stretch our legs even though it was raining.  Departure was on time and the weather remained dismal, even though it was still hammering down we got off at Oakland to watch as the two private coaches on the back of the train were shunted off.  As we went into the afternoon the weather changed and it was dry and warm by the next service stop at San Luis Obispo where we took another stretch off the train.  The run down the Pacific Coast in the evening was outstanding as usual, with the sun shimmering off the water.  Arrival into LA was a few minutes early and we took the short walk to where we were staying, before grabbing a bite to eat and a couple of beers at a railway themed sandwich place nearby.
MOVES:

Continuation of train 11….
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Private coaches being removed from the Coast Starlight at Oakland by P32 # 2052.
Friday 7th October 2011

I left my father in the hotel while I went out to see what was working Amtrak train 799.  I need 2 of the 5 P32s that are based at LA and train 799 is a regular job for these engines.  I was hoping to get 505 or 509 and was initially a little disappointed to find 503 at the head of the train, however 505 was on the back in place of the usual cab car and with the mutli cables all correctly plugged in I bought a ticket to Burbank Airport.  I made my way back to LA in a roundabout fashion on Metrolink, including two trains which were double headed.  I’d never really seen much double heading on Metrolink in the past, but today at least four sets were out and about with pairs.  Also of note was Coaster loco 2105 coupled to a train at the Metrolink depot, so I presume it’s on loan.  
Back at the hotel we dawdled around for a while as our next Amtrak train wasn’t until 1500.  I spent a bit of time using the internet in the hotel reception while my dad went for a walk, when he came back he asked me if I knew there was a pub around the corner, which I didn’t – however at least we now had somewhere to kill time.  The pub turned out to be excellent, 8 beers on draft and not one of them any of the usual bland brands, and also a large selection of bottled beers including many foreign.  The place was also a smoke house and we both had the “sampler” meal with smoked ribs, frankfurter, chicken and brisket with a side of fries which was excellent and very filling – the only downside to all this was that I hadn’t found this place on previous visits.  
At the appointed time we boarded our next Amtrak service and I was pleased with another winner pair, one of which (200) I had listed as out of service. Departure was a little late due to waiting a late connection from San Diego, but we didn’t get far without another delay as we hung around Ontario station just 40 miles out of LA because of a problem with the back locomotive.  We departed Ontario about 75 minutes late seemingly with all now in order, so I was surprised by a PA announcement as we left Palm Springs later on declaring that we’d delayed at Yuma while attaching a UP freight loco to assist due to “continuing power problems”.  I had a word with the extremely friendly conductor who explained that the locos wouldn’t work in multiple, so only the front loco was pulling the train while the back one was supplying HEP.  The attempt to rectify the fault at Ontario had been successful, only to fail again soon after.  Once we had departed Yuma we pulled up again a couple of miles further east to attach our assisting loco, although it took forever until we got going again.  Once we were on the move the conductor sat and had a chat with me for about 10 minutes and explained what was going on.  Up front we now had an Amtrak unit leading and working in multi with the UP loco, with the rear Amtrak loco still providing HEP only.  The UP loco had to go in the middle as it was running hood first and so it had taken a while to sort out as a bit of shunting had needed to be undertaken.  Before long we pulled up in the middle of nowhere for a while for a crew change to take place, the current crew were out of work hours and the new crew were sent to us by road.  After this I dossed out for the remainder of the night.
MOVES:

AMTRAK 503 & 505 (799) 0735 LA Union to Burbank Bob Hope Airport (T&T)

M’LINK 883 & 875 (902) 0835 Burbank Bob Hope Airport to Burbank

M’LINK 902 & 873 (108) 0835 Burbank to Glendale

M’LINK 888 (907) 0900 Glendale to Burbank

M’LINK 860 (110) 0916 Burbank to Glendale

M’LINK 879 (210) 0941 Glendale to LA Union

AMTRAK 119 & 200 (422) 1500 LA Union to (east of) Yuma (200 HEP only after MU fault)

AMTRAK 119 & UP 4532 & AMTRAK 200 (422) east of Yuma to San Antonio (200 HEP only) arrive 0600 Sunday
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Amtrak 505 powering on the rear of train 799, departing Burbank Bob Hope Airport station.
Saturday 8th October 2011

I awoke at Tucson AZ where shortly after departure we stopped to back into a siding to collect 3 private coaches. Next stop was Benson where we were 7 hours late.  As the train twisted and turned we got our first views of the motive power up front and it looked a strange sight.  We took breakfast in the diner at the last call.  We made up a little time during the day, including a service stop at El Paso where there was a chance to get pictures of the odd head end lash up.  The engineer going off duty had a quick chat with us confirming 200 was still providing HEP  only, and also asked us where the freight loco had been added and why in the middle, when I replied because it was facing the wrong way he laughed at himself for not working it out himself.  There was time for a quick wander down the back to view the private coaches, the rearmost of which was built in 1911 and turned out to be the oldest coach registered to travel the rail network.  Departure from El Paso was 6 and half hours late.
MOVES:

Continuation of train 422….
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At El Paso, Amtrak 119 leads UP 4532 and Amtrak 200.  Magic!
Sunday 9th October 2011

We rolled into San Antonio at about 0600 meaning we were just over 8 hours late.  Here, the train splits with a portion heading to Chicago and the other heading to New Orleans.  I got off into the heavy rain to watch the shunting operation, the portion me and dad were doing was the Chicago one and we set off just a couple of minutes late as we should in theory have spent the night in San Antonio but had now made up our remarkable delay.  We actually departed ahead of the New Orleans portion which isn’t timed for such a layover and so was still 7 hours late and counting as we left, it would be continuing with the 3 locos we arrived with while our portion was headed by a single P42.  Our conductor on departing San Antonio was a jovial Matthew Kelly look alike who made the station announcements in the style of boxing announcer, most odd.    We lost a little time due to the heavy rain having caused some signaling problems but there was still time to get out for a stretch at both Fort Worth and Dallas.
MOVES:
AMTRAK 206 (22) 0700 San Antonio to Joliet (arrive 1240 Monday)

Monday 10th October 2011

I awoke at St Louis where before we pulled into the station we had to do a bit of shunting to attach a coach to the rear of the train.  Once we pulled into the station there was time for a stretch in the early morning sunshine before the train carried on towards Chicago.  We were staying in Joliet and so decided to get out there rather than go to Chicago and double back.  We made our way to Harrah’s hotel about a ten minute walk from the station and they allowed us to check in early.  I left my dad in the hotel while I went out for the afternoon to cover some Metra services, I’d not really done much on the Joliet route in the past so was optimistic I’d score a few loco’s, and 5 out of 6 was a result I was well pleased with.  Back at the hotel I met up with my father again and we spent the evening in the casino, although it has to be said that I’d used all my luck up during the afternoon on the trains as I left the casino a few dollars lighter than I entered it.

MOVES:

Continuation of train 22 then…

METRA 202 (518) 1425 Joliet to Blue Island Vermont St

METRA 204 (405) 1517 Blue Island Vermont St to Tinley Park

METRA 207 (420) 1552 Tinley Park to Blue Island Vermont St

METRA 410 (407) 1613 Blue Island Vermont St to Tinley Park 80th Avenue

METRA 409 (409) 1657 Tinley Park 80th Avenue to New Lenox

METRA 208 (411) 1733 New Lenox to Joliet
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BNSF double stack container train at Joliet – locos 7811 & 4379 & 5074 & 7878

Tuesday 11th October 2011

As our next Amtrak departure wasn’t till the evening we had a bit of a lie in before making our way to the station.  Dad was happy to do a bit of leaping up and down the line with me, however we did take a bit of a break at Blue Island where near to the station there is a nice waterfall next to the river where we sat out in the sun for a while.  We eventually made it to Chicago and I’d scored another four locos which I wasn’t going to complain about.  After taking the short walk from LaSalle station to Union we settled down in the station bar for a meal and a few beers, I managed to resist the temptation to do a couple of round trips to Western Avenue looking for more winners.  During the time we were in the bar the health department turned up and did an inspection of the premises, I got the impression they went away quite happy though, having just ate a meal at the place I was pleased that they appeared to find nothing untoward.

We went to get on the train quite late but boarding had been delayed so we got caught up in the Amtrak lounge boarding rumpus which we’d hoped to avoid.  Once on the platform we were directed to our coach and given a bit of card on which was written our assigned seats.  At our seats we found a woman sat with a small baby, so politely asked her to move as she was in our seats, but she said to us to wait a few minutes.  By this time dad and I were now getting in the way of other people but the woman wouldn’t move until her partner turned up.  After a couple of minutes he came and their seat assignments were at the other end of the coach, why can’t people follow simple instructions! Needless to say they went off with a flea in their ears from me.

Once we set off I managed to glean from the conductor which engines we had, as there hadn’t been time to check in Chicago because of the late boarding.

MOVES:

METRA 184 & 203 (510) 1025 Joliet to Oak Forest

METRA 408 (509) 1119 Oak Forest to Mokena Hickory Creek

METRA 208 (512) 1144 Mokena Hickory Creek to Brainerd

METRA 182 (513) 1248 Brainerd to Blue Island Vermont St

METRA 206 (516) 1406 Blue Island Vermont St to Chicago LaSalle St (via B.Hills)

AMTRAK 156 & 809 (30) 1810 Chicago Union to Washington DC (arrive Tuesday 1300)
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Metra 208 pushes its train away from Brainerd towards Chicago

Wednesday 12th October 2011
I awoke during the station stop at Pittsburgh at about 0430 but fell asleep for a while when we got on the move again, before going to the diner for breakfast.  From Pittsburgh to Washington was new track for me. Washington was reached at 1300 which was about 20 minutes late.  With a bit of a layover before our next train we took a trip on the metro to get some pictures of the Whitehouse in drizzly conditions, but unsurprisingly you can’t get really close to it.  Back at the station we had some food before heading to Philadelphia where we had another layover.  From Philadelphia we took NJT to Atlantic City, another stretch of new track for me.  We took the walk to our motel which took about twenty minutes before walking down the boardwalk to the big casinos where we ended up staying until about midnight

MOVES:

Continuation of train 30 then…

AMTRAK 659 (178) 1602 Washington DC to Philadelphia 30th St

NJT 4210 (4639) 1914 Philadelphia 30th St to Atlantic City

Thursday 13th October 2011

This morning we had a lie in before heading to Philadelphia in a haphazard manner, covering whatever locos were out.  Once in Philadelphia we spent a couple of hours sightseeing and dad got some gifts to take home for his wife.  Our final train move of the day was the NJT set we hadn’t had already so by the time we got back to Atlantic City we’d had all the locos out today.  NJT had 5 train sets on hand but the fifth had been spare all day at Atlantic City with loco 4800.  Once back at Atlantic City we visited the Tun Tavern Brewpub outside the station and sampled some excellent beers before another night of doing casinos.  This time we got back to the hotel at about 0100.

MOVES:

NJT 4210 (4620) 1118 Atlantic City to Atco

NJT 4803 (4623) 1212 Atco to Egg Harbor City

NJT 4138 (4624) 1248 Egg Harbor City to Philadelphia 30th St

NJT 4211 (4633) 1647 Philadelphia 30th St to Atlantic City
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NJT 4138 arrives at Egg Harbor City heading an Atlantic City to Philadelphia service.

Friday 14th October 2011

Not so much of a lie in today as we had to get to Philadelphia promptly for our booked Amtrak train.  Naturally I was hoping the one NJT loco out on this isolated route that we hadn’t had yesterday would produce but it wasn’t to be.  Once in Philadelphia we lowered our standards a bit and had a McDs breakfast before we took our slightly delayed Amtrak service into New Jersey, we bailed off at Metropark from where it was a short hop on NJT to Rahway where we were staying again.  Unlike the first night of the trip, this time we were staying in the very convenient hotel outside the station, and they let us check in early. After quickly freshening up we were on the move again and headed to New York.  As this was dads first time on the west coast of the USA he hadn’t done any of the tourist stuff, so we jumped onto a subway first of all and went to the Staten Island Ferry which we did out and back, getting views of the Statue Of Liberty, although it was hammering down with rain by the time we got to Staten Island.  Next up was a subway to the hugely impressive Grand Central Station, before another subway to Times Square.  The shuttle train between Grand Central and Times Square runs every couple of minutes with a massive throughput of people on the very short journey, the trains shuttle so frequently that they even have a driver at each end so no need to push through the crowds when turning back.  After visiting Times Square where it was still raining heavily we went back to Penn Station and made our way to Woodbridge, just past Rahway.  At Woodbridge we went to the brewpub outside the station where we had some good food and beer before heading back to Rahway and calling it a night.

MOVES:

NJT 4803 (4616) 0853 Atlantic City to Philadelphia 30th St

AMTRAK 907 (184) 1115 Philadelphia 30th St to Metropark

NJT 4616 (3844) 1300 Metropark to Rahway

NJT 4656 (3846) 1336 Rahway to New York Penn

NJT 4629 (3275) 1832 New York Penn to Woodbridge

NJT 4637 (3284) 2158 Woodbridge to Rahway
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Amtrak 907 at Metropark

Saturday 15th October 2011

Our last day of the trip and with an evening flight there was no need to rush about.  We made the short trip to the station at a leisurely time and waited for the first train heading to the city that was a loco and coaches.  We had decided that we’d go to Westfield on the Raritan line, as there is a super diner here which I visited last year.  We had to wait a few minutes to get a seat but it was worth it as an excellent and substantial brunch was had.  Back at the station with time to kill we had a look round a market that was going on in the parking lot, a New Jersey radio station was doing a live broadcast as well which included a competition which involved the small crowd shouting out answers and a couple of times I answered live on air.  The first person to get three answers would be the winner but I backed off as the prize was a trip to some local (and dull sounding) attraction, which I wouldn’t have been able to claim.

From Westfield we made our way to Hoboken, where we had a quick beer before doing a PATH train to Manhattan and then a subway to Jamaica for the airtrain to the airport.  We were at the airport in good time for our flight and killed time using the free internet facility that is widely available, internet terminals all over the place.  Our uneventful flight departed on time.

MOVES:

NJT 4646 (7224) 1100 Rahway to Newark Penn

NJT 4030 (5519) 1138 Newark Penn to Westfield

NJT 4030 (5520) 1350 Westfield to Newark Penn

NJT 4604 (7838) 1434 Newark Penn to Secaucus

NJT 4007 (1718) 1507 Secaucus to Hoboken

DELTA N842MH (DL001) 2110 New York JFK to London Heathrow   
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Room with a view….. NJT 4657 as seen from room of Hotel Indigo at Rahway

Sunday 16th October 2011

Arrival at Heathrow was more or less on time even though we had to circle around for a while and passport check and baggage claim was fairly quick.  We made an earlier bus than we had booked but it turned into a bit of a farce, changing buses half way at a service station was a bit unexpected, spoilt my sleep a bit. I was glad to get home eventually after a long but highly successful trip.

CONCLUSION:

Another good trip which was thoroughly enjoyed by both myself and my father. I was pleased with the amount of locos I scored on Metra and also the high percentage of Amtrak locos that I scored as well.  Low point of the trip was the bus into and out of Seattle, highpoint was having a UP freight machine for haulage, can’t believe I’m saying that again after also having had one on the last trip.

Pete Callaghan

November 2011.

